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JUSTICE SCALIA: The cross doesn't honor non-Christi ans who fought 
in the war? Is that -- is that – 

 
MR. ELIASBERG: I believe that's actually correct. 
 
JUSTICE SCALIA: Where does it say that? 
 
MR. ELIASBERG: It doesn't say that, but a cross is the predominant 

symbol of Christianity and it signifies that Jesus is the son of God and 
died to redeem mankind for our sins, and I believe that's why the Jewish 
war veterans – 

 
JUSTICE SCALIA: It's erected as a war memorial. I a ssume it is 

erected in honor of all of the war dead. It's the - - the cross is the -- 
is the most common symbol of -- of -- of the restin g place of the dead, 
and it doesn't seem to me -- what would you have th em erect? A cross -- 
some conglomerate of a cross, a Star of David, and you know, a Moslem 
half moon and star? 

 
MR. ELIASBERG: Well, Justice Scalia, if I may go to  your first 

point. The cross is the most common symbol of the r esting place of 
Christians. I have been in Jewish cemeteries. There  is never a cross on a 
tombstone of a Jew. 

 
(Laughter.) 
 
MR. ELIASBERG: So it is the most common symbol to h onor Christians. 
 
JUSTICE SCALIA: I don't think you can leap from tha t to the 

conclusion that the only war dead that that cross h onors are the 
Christian war dead. I think that's an outrageous co nclusion. 

 
MR. ELIASBERG: Well, my -- the point of my -- point  here is to say 

that there is a reason the Jewish war veterans came  in and said we don't 
feel honored by this cross. This cross can't honor us because it is a 
religious symbol of another religion. 


